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You voted

“Often too expensive and too buggy”
First smartphones, then tablets, now smart glasses and
smart homes. Are you an early adopter of new technologies?
This question interested a lot of you: 2,900 associates
responded. And the results were clear. Read a selection of the
comments here.

Curious about everything modern

I’m simply a curious person. I like keeping an eye out
for new, modern things that are an improvement on their
predecessors, and I usually find them.
Akos Haasz, Budapest, Hungary

Fascinating technology

Yes, I’m an early adopter – for two reasons. First, technology fascinates me, and I love being one of the first. It’s
great when my passion for technology inspires others.
And second, I’m part of the over-50 generation, so there’s
nothing better than explaining to my colleagues or even
my kids about how to use the latest devices and gadgets.
Adam Willmott, Tienen, Belgium

Cycles of innovation are
getting shorter and shorter.
Is it important to you always to
have the latest technology?

NEW

NEW

NEW

Make sure it is better before buying

I’m definitely not against new technologies, but I prefer
to wait until new systems have been on the market for a
while and the initial bugs are taken care of. I also like other
users to confirm that the system’s strengths – the reasons
why I would buy it – represent real progress compared to
previous technology.
Benedikt Jakobi, Feuerbach, Germany

Benefits have to outweigh bugs

I usually wait to buy new devices until they’ve reached a
certain level of maturity – long enough for the teething

It takes a great deal of time to learn how new devices work.
That usually stops me from making a purchase, at least at
first. But in the long run, there’s no way to avoid it.
Sooncheol Lee, Yongin, South Korea

The next Einstein
will come
from Africa

Identify the benefits first

Innovations can only be used in an isolated context, more or
less. There are usually few opportunities to integrate these
devices into my everyday life. Once I’m able to identify the
benefits of new devices and use them in combination with
other applications, I’m prepared to spend money on them.
Pieter Oosterhof, Boxtel, Netherlands

I usually wait, despite the fact that I do have a certain level
of confidence in new technologies. But first, I want to learn
as much as possible about these new technologies and the
ways that I can use them in my day-to-day life.
Ken Jackson, Fairport, New York

New technologies are developed in order to enhance
our lives, lower costs, and protect the environment. In
that context, I like being one of the first people to use
these devices.
Suvin Vasue, Coimbatore, India

It’s important to experience new products and ideas yourself. There’s nothing more inspiring for a developer.
Niclas Müller, Renningen, Germany

Requires time to learn

Learn a lot about the technology first

Enhancing our lives

Inspiration for developers

Antoine Tambue is
working in Africa
again, thanks to
ARETE.

lose my smartphone? And what happens if I get hacked? So
I’d rather be conservative about it and wait.
Mario Bertschy, Solothurn, Switzerland

28%

72%

No

Yes

The Robert Bosch Stiftung highlights Africa’s research potential
for the first time with the Next Einstein Forum.

Y

Technology often better later on

It’s not important to me always to have the latest devices,
and there’s a simple reason for that: After two years, the
devices are usually cheaper, technologically better, and
less prone to bugs.
Fernando Lepsch, Campinas, Brazil

Technological standard
problems, like bugs or unstable processes, to get worked
out, and the benefits to become apparent. This holds
particularly true for expensive new devices. For cheaper
ones, I’m willing to take a bit more of a risk.
Doru Stancu, Mississauga, Canada

Doubts about security

I still have some fundamental doubts about the reliability
and security of these technologies in the broadest sense.
Take the smart home, for example. If I can only operate my
heater using a smartphone app, will I freeze to death if I

Before I invest in new technology, I want to see whether it
has what it takes to become the technological standard.
Erik Lundberg, Ballerup, Germany

Waiting pays off

Devices that have just hit the market are always more
expensive at first, so it pays to wait.
Serkan Kurt, Bursa, Turkey
You can find the link to the
next survey on the BoschZünder Online homepage.
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The United Arab Emirates: One of the world’s strongest emerging markets, with expensive shopping malls, spectacular
skyscrapers, and chic hotel complexes. Dubai and the capital, Abu Dhabi, grew into major modern cities long ago. The
United Arab Emirates is also a market for Bosch – for household appliances, for instance, as demonstrated by this photo
from Abu Dhabi. Eiko Klein from Security Systems production coordination sent in the snapshot.
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oung Kenyan researcher Evelyn Gitau
African clinics can use on a daily basis, which could
summarizes her goal succinctly: to improve
save countless lives.
the welfare of those who have not had
However, the Next Einstein Forum does more than just
much luck in life. The pharmacologist
help individual researchers. It also provides a new perspective on the entire continent. Africa, which is generfocuses on issues that often get shortally associated with war, chaos, and starving children,
changed in the research world. She spends a great deal
actually has a rapidly growing community of researchof time in African hospitals with children suffering from
ers and an enormous number of young people with great
malaria. Gitau is a promising young researcher from
potential. For now, the best and brightest still tend to
Africa, which is why she was chosen as the new fellow
move abroad, where they receive
for the Next Einstein Forum (NEF).
more funding for their research. As a
The new forum is an initiative of
the Robert Bosch Stiftung, in partresult, the exceptional researchers in
nership with the African Institute
Africa and their potential solutions to
for Mathematical Science. Its intenhumanity’s biggest problems often
tion is to promote and strengthen
have no voice on the international
Africa as a location for research.
stage. The Next Einstein Forum wants
As an NEF fellow, Gitau will have
to change that. “We hope to integrate
the opportunity to appear at the
Africa into the global research and
Next Einstein Forum in Dakar and
development community and to help
make contact with top researchers
it become a new center for research
from around the globe, which will
and technology,” says Ingrid Wünning
help advance her research on the
Tschol from the Robert Bosch Stiftung,
immune reactions of cells to serione of the forum’s initiators. “We tell
ous illnesses. To what extent can
stories that haven’t been told yet.”
changes in cells be used as markers
The first Global Gathering in Dakar,
to diagnose serious illnesses?
Senegal, will bring the best researchers together with the most important
According to researchers’ estimates, approximately half of all
decision-makers to discuss solutions
NEF fellow Evelyn Gitau:
for the future. Among the attendees
serious infectious diseases, such as
Identifying malaria earlier
malaria, are not properly diagthere will be 500 invited guests from
nosed at hospitals in Sub-Saharan
and saving lives.
the fields of science, politics, and civil
Africa. Gitau returned to Kenya in
society, including heads of state, Nobel
2007 after completing her doctorate in Liverpool. She
Prize winners, and research directors from major companies – to discuss solutions for the future. The fellows,
made a number of other unsettling discoveries once
in Kenya. For instance, her research indicates a close
who represent the young generation of African
researchers, contribute their ideas to the international
correlation between severe cases of malaria and severe
malnutrition. Attending the forum will increase her
research community. All of this is part of a greater goal,
chances of tackling a major challenge: she hopes
says Wünning Tschol. “We are convinced that
to develop affordable diagnostic tools that
the next Einstein will come from Africa!” ew

Independently
conducting
world-class
research

Interview with the first ARETE
Junior Chair Antoine Tambue
in Cape Town

M

athematician and computer scientist Antoine
Tambue is recipient of the first-ever ARETE
Junior Chair: a grant offered by the Robert Bosch
Stiftung and the African Institute for Mathematical Science
to support exceptional African researchers who return to
their home countries. The Junior Chairs have five years to
set up their own research groups. Tambue, from Cameroon, studied in South Africa, earned his doctorate in Scotland, and, until recently, worked as a post-doctoral
researcher at the University of Bergen in Norway.

What does this Junior Chair mean to you?
It provides me with an excellent opportunity to share my
international experience with other young African
researchers. I can conduct world-class research independently, while attracting greater international recognition for research in Africa.
Many African researchers are apparently leaving their
home countries due to a lack of grants. Have you seen
that as well?
Yes, in many African countries, there are no research
grants available at all. That makes it difficult to retain good
researchers. I hope that the ARETE Junior Chair will serve
as a model for the future, and that things will change.
You previously worked in Norway. Would you have
returned to Africa without the grant?
Honestly, no! The grant was the reason I left my position in
Norway.
How did the grant change your work?
I am actually more independent now, despite the fact that
my previous position in Norway was also very well funded.
My leadership skills are growing, because I’m currently
heading a team of eight researchers. I’m also developing
new projects, applying for additional grants, and making
more contacts within the international research community. My previous position was much more tightly tied to
special projects.
What are your plans for the next five years? What are
you researching?
My main area of interest within the next five years will be
numerical analysis, from developing new algorithms to
effectively implementing them in numerous important
applications. These applications include oil production
from hydrocarbon deposits, energy production from
geothermal reservoirs, and the calculation of risks in
Computational Finance.
What are the biggest challenges that you are
currently facing?
As you can see, my research is highly interdisciplinary
and requires a range of different skills in applied mathematics, physics, computer science, and finance. My latest
challenge is teaching these skills to the young researchers
in my group.

