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The European Union economy is beginning to show 
the first signs that a recovery is starting to take hold. 
Europe needs a much more dynamic economy if it is 
to create new jobs going forward. First and foremost 
the EU´s best asset to achieve this is its Single Market, 
home to 23 million companies and over 500 million 
people. We have to continue working towards our 
goal in order to enable companies and consumers 
alike to truly benefit from everything that a genuine 
Single Market has to offer in all sectors. This includes 
key sectors for growth, such as energy and telecom-
munications, as well as the digital and service econo-
mies, all of which are still organized largely along  
national lines.

Stimulating innovation
Competition policy has a key role to play in fostering 
a more dynamic Single Market because competition 
is a catalyst for innovation and productivity growth. 
EU antitrust policy seeks to protect this competitive 
process to the benefit of consumers. This  
ensures that that firms succeed thanks to their own 
merits because they are more efficient or provide bet-
ter services to their customers. Competition policy 
preserves a level playing field for all market players, 
thereby also preserving incentives to innovate. The 
European Commission continues to act relentlessly 
to fight anticompetitive practices, such as  
cartels or abuses by companies enjoying a dominant 
market position. Furthermore, the European Com-
mission controls mergers ex ante to ensure they do 
not harm competition. 

European Union competition policy also avoids 
that a country gives an unfair advantage over com-
petitors through subsidies to companies based on 
their “national flag”. It is an instrument that ensures 
taxpayers’ money is used where it will truly tackle a 
market failure and foster economic growth. One of 
the objectives of the state aid modernisation strat-
egy I have launched in May 2012 is to foster “good 
state aid” – for example to foster research, develop-
ment and innovation, or the protection of environ-
ment – rather than aid that distorts competition, such 
as aid that would not change the behaviour of the 
company receiving it or that would artificially keep 
alive inefficient firms. This way EU state aid control 
also makes an important contribution in fostering 
economic dynamism.

The EU Commission 
advocates greater 
competition.

Combating 
unfair 
practices

Will you own a fully automatic car in 2025? We asked  
this question in the Bosch-Zünder online survey. Some  
64 percent of the 2,610 respondents answered “no.”  
A great many comments were submitted. Here are some  
of the things people had to say. 

Infrastructure is the problem 
To me driving is all about having fun; I don’t want tech-
nology to take that away. I also fear that automatic driv-
ing will fail due to the lack of infrastructure in India. 
However, there are instances where it would come in 
handy. For instance, to make long drives more relaxing.
Ramakrishnan Bose, Coimbatore, India 

Sit back and relax when you drive 
A self-driving car definitely has its advantages. For ex-
ample, you can work in the car, or sit back and relax dur-
ing the drive. If airplanes can take off, land, and fly au-
tomatically, why shouldn’t cars be able to do the same?
Sergey Iljin, Moscow, Russia

Safer and more convenient
When you want to visit family or friends in the United 
States, you often need to drive long distances. Innova-
tions such as lane guidance systems or the automatic  
distance and speed regulation systems make driving  
safer and more convenient – and they bring us one step 
closer to automatic driving. 
Eric Kuker, Charleston, South Carolina, U.S.

Perfect for highways 
I think fully automatic driving is the next logical step for 
assistance systems. It’s perfect for highway driving, 
since the speed of the car can be adjusted to the density 
of traffic. I’m still skeptical about using this type of sys-
tem in urban areas, as there will always be vehicles that 

require humans to navigate them, such as police cars  
or fire engines. 
Dieter Durian, Schwieberdingen, Germany

Too expensive for most people 
I doubt that we will be that far in China by 2025. On the 
one hand, these cars will be too expensive for most peo-
ple here. On the other hand, I’m not sure the technology 
will be advanced enough to deliver safe, fully automatic 
driving. This is particularly true in heavy urban traffic. 
Zhao Wei, Chengdu, China

Constantly changing conditions
I don’t believe that fully automatic driving will be  
possible 12 years from now. In road traffic, vehicles 
would have to constantly adjust to changing situations 
and conditions. 
Susana Carreira, Lisbon, Portugal

Letter to the editor
Article in Bosch-Zünder 4/13: “On the train or at home, 
everywhere’s the office.” 
I have worked in my home office for several years and 
have a lot of experience working from home. I believe 
statements like “This afternoon, you can find Erika Elert 
on the balcony. The sun is shining, and her laptop is open 
on the table” do not help this argument. Apart from the 
fact that when the sun is shining it’s difficult to see the 
screen, I don’t think such statements are useful for as-
sociates without a home office. I have already posted on 
this topic on Bosch Connect and would be happy to share 
more from my own experiences with the project team, 
since I’m generally a supporter of home office and glad 
when more associates have the opportunity to find a 
healthier work-life balance.
Cornelia Heinke, Karlsruhe, Germany

Not letting automation 
spoil your fun 

Write to us, send us an e-mail, or post a comment in  
the Bosch-Zünder Forum.

Addresses can be found in the 
contact details on page 2

What are your thoughts about our 
theme issue on competition?

Snapshot

Two pubs, a bank, and a Bosch Car Service – that’s 
what Lochcarron, a town of 800 in the northwest 
Scottish Highlands, has to offer. Maria Schwarz, from 
Bosch Engineering in Abstatt, was traveling though the 
idyllic countryside in that region when she noticed the 

Bosch Car Service. Of course it offered everything for 
bumper-to-bumper service. This Bosch Car Service, 
which is one of 16,000 BCS locations worldwide, is  
also the right place to be if you’re looking for clothing, 
food, or plants. 

Joaquin Almunia 
is the European 
Commissioner 
responsible for 
competition in 
the EU.  
Photo: laif

Outside view

How do you create favorable conditions for 
economic growth in the European Union? 
The Spanish EU politician Almunia has been 
dealing with this question for ten years. From 
2004 to 2010 he was EU Commissioner for 
Economic and Monetary Affairs. 

How can we become 
more eco-friendly 
in the future?

E ach German citizen generates 
 approximately 2,500 kilograms  
of greenhouse gases annually 
through the food they eat. That 

represents 16 percent of all greenhouse 
gases emitted in and by Germany – and the 
statistics are similar in other Western  
countries. If you want to protect the climate, 
you need to ask yourself this question: how 
can we make our food more climate friend-
ly in the future?

A team, ranging in age from 14 to 19, 
sought answers to this very question at 
2°Campus, a student academy operated 
jointly by the Robert Bosch Stiftung and 
World Wildlife Fund Germany. For nearly 
one year, the students worked on their own 
research projects about climate protection, 
with topics ranging from nutrition and mo-
bility to construction and energy. Together 
with their scientific mentors, they investi-
gate specific research questions and often 
apply their findings to everyday life. This 
way students learn about both sustainabil-
ity and how to put it into practice.

“2°Campus definitely sparked my interest 
in this fascinating subject and led me to  
examine various alternatives to meat,”  
says Enno Gerhard, aged 16. “I was able to 
convince my family to continue buying 
green electricity. Now I’d like to study  

objective, greenhouse gas emissions will 
have to be significantly reduced around the 
globe by 2050. “By that date today’s young 
people will be the people making deci-
sions,” says Bettina Münch-Epple from 
WWF Germany. “That’s why we need to give 
them the opportunity to participate in 
shaping a low-carbon society. We should 
take their ideas seriously, discuss them with 
current decision-makers, and support the 
students’ social engagement.”

The 2°Campus student academy – a joint 
project between the Robert Bosch Stiftung 
and the WWF Germany – was named an  
official project of the United Nations  
Decade of Education for Sustainable 
 Development. kv

The opportunities and beauty of old age

“When I get old, I’ll become a model,” says 
Christa Höhs. This describes both her work 
as well as her own story – she was 
 “discovered” as a model in New York City 
when she was 50 years old. After returning 
to Germany in 1994, she founded the 
world’s first modeling agency to specialize 
in older models. It proved to be a recipe for 
success. Höhs is now 72 years old and still 
runs the SEN!OR  MODELS agency in  
Munich, for which she received the Ger-

man Senior  Citizens Award 2013 from the 
Robert Bosch Stiftung.

Höhs’s business shows the opportunities 
and beauty of old age. The Robert Bosch 
Stiftung awards the German Senior Citizens 
Award to initiatives that highlight the  
creativity, performance, attractiveness, and 
dedication of senior citizens, since the el-
derly of today are pioneers for the genera-
tions of people to come. The award is en-
dowed with €120,000 in prize money. 

Another one of this year’s winners was the 
Offene Jugendwerkstatt Karlsruhe,  
in which senior citizens work on mechani-
cal projects with children and young peo-
ple. These include restoring antique cars 
or retrofitting bicycles with motors. The 
third prize went to Silver Screen, a  
multi-generation European film festival in 
which films and documentaries about old 
age and aging are shown in different cities 
every year.

The German Senior Citizens Award 2013 recognizes the best senior citizen initiatives in Germany

physics at university and help Germany to 
develop intelligent grids and find new pow-
er supply solutions – especially alternative 
forms of energy.”

The nutrition group first listed criteria  
for more environmentally friendly practic-
es. These included eating less animal prod-
ucts, buying more regional, seasonal, and 
organically produced foods, and utilizing 
low-energy cooking techniques. Then 
300 pupils were surveyed on their eating 
habits. Based on the results of the survey, 
the young researchers developed incen-
tives for young people to change their  
habits in this area. For example, 85 percent 
of the students said they would support a 
vegetarian day once a week in the school 

cafeteria. This was implemented immedi-
ately in the schools. Another initiative was 
to include the “good” chocolate in the 
school shop’s range of products and to in-
troduce a course on sustainable cooking.

The name of the student academy refers 
to the goal of limiting global warming to 
2 degrees Celsius in comparison to pre- 
industrial levels. In order to achieve this  

Looking good for the camera:  
A “senior model.”  Photo: Traube 47

By the year 2050, today’s 
young people will be 
the ones making the 
decisions. 

At 2°Campus, young people are researching climate protection – 
and applying their findings in real-life projects at school and in daily life.

Research and testing: 
pupils at 2°Campus 

learn about eco-friendly 
cooking and eating
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